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Title 
A Party in the Woods 
 
 
Brief Description 
In pairs students are given two sides of a conflict scenario. Each student does not know what 
they other student has. They are asked to read and internalize the one they are given, and 
then to conduct a negotiation with the other party and reach an agreement or solution. 
 
 
Learning Objectives 

• Negotiation – to come to an agreement regarding type, governance, population, laws 
etc. 

• Interests vs Positions – to identity the interests and positions represented by the other 
person 

• Problem solving – how to solve a problem together  
 
 
Lead-in / Preparation 
Each student is given a scenario, which he or she is asked to read but not to show to the other 
person.  They are told to create a role play and within the role play to come to a solution of 
the issue.  Only do-able, realistic solutions are acceptable. 
 
Estimated Class-Time Required     
45 minutes (1 class hour) 
 
Description of Activity 
 
Student A 
Ben is at the same party as Dan, in a forest in the south of the country.  He told his parents 
he would be sleeping over at a friend’s house and coming back on Saturday night. He is cold, 
bored and tired. Some of the other kids are pretty rowdy, and he thinks he saw a couple take 
something on the side.  He wants to go home, but none of his friends is sober enough to drive. 
He doesn’t know the other kids, and is feeling increasingly uncomfortable.  It is very hard for 
him to choose the right option for him to leave safely. How can he reach home? 
 
Student B 

mailto:Rivkahenglish@gmail.com


 
 

NEGOTIATION TEACHING TOOL 
Created by Rivkah Nessim and Sarit Katinka 

Rivkahenglish@gmail.com 
saritkat@gmail.com 

 

 
 

This tool was created by Rivkah Nessim and Sarit Katinka with PATHWAYS and is licensed 

under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

www.pathwaysnegotiation.org 

2 

Dan is at the same party as Ben, in a forest in the south of the country.  He organized the 
party as a small camping trip with his close friends, but as word got out, more and more 
people came that he didn’t know and things have gotten out of control.  Some of the strangers 
are getting very drunk and he suspects they are using drugs. He has a car with him, but he 
doesn’t want to lose face by leaving early . He also feels responsible towards his friends who 
are not interested in leaving yet.  It is very hard for him to choose the right option to leave 
safely. How can he reach home? 
 
 
Key Vocabulary / Phrases  
Interests, positions
 
 
Reflection 
Following the discussion in the role play, the facilitator will bring the entire class together to 
discuss what issues were raised, and what possible solutions were found.  The group will 
discuss the importance of listening to each other, asking each other questions to find out 
what the positions and interests are.  
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